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The Scottish Legal Aid Board will join millions across the world in switching off lights for one hour at 8.30pm this Saturday for Earth Hour 2010.

Earth Hour 2010 aims to bring together over one billion people to switch off lights for one symbolic hour on 27 March. 

Lights will be turned off, as far as possible, in all of our buildings, with only essential lighting remaining on for security purposes and health and safety. 

Co-ordinated by the World Wildlife Fund (WWF), Earth Hour helps raise awareness of sustainability and climate change - issues which are Scottish Government priorities. Businesses, communities and individuals across the world are all encouraged to participate.  We can help to save energy in the workplace by remembering to switch off lights and appliances when they are not needed and have encouraged staff to take part in Earth Hour in their own homes.

Lindsay Montgomery, Chief Executive said: "I am delighted that we are supporting Earth Hour. As a public body in Scotland, we must contribute to creating a Greener Scotland, which is one of the strategic objectives of the Scottish Government.  Over the next few months we will be preparing for the implementation of the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 by formulating a Carbon Management Plan which will set out our management of the organisation's carbon footprint through management of our water resources, energy requirements, waste and recycling and promoting sustainable business travel. We will also be identifying opportunities to reduce the carbon impact of legal aid and will work in partnership with the legal profession, the Scottish Courts Service, Scottish Prison Service and others to achieve this. We can all make an individual contribution to raise awareness by taking part on 27 March."

The Scottish Government is strongly supportive of Earth Hour. The Permanent Secretary, Sir John Elvidge said: "“The Scottish Government is playing its part in creating a Greener Scotland.  Across the estate we are doing a number of things to improve our own performance - such as implementing our Carbon Management Plan and promoting sustainable business travel.  Whilst the Scottish Government aims to lead by example we are aware that we must all take individual action to reduce our impact on the environment.  Once again Earth Hour is giving us an opportunity to demonstrate our commitment to sustainability and raise awareness of climate change."

Dr Richard Dixon, Director of WWF Scotland said: “WWF’s Earth Hour captures the public’s imagination. This year's event is promising to be the biggest and best yet and will send a strong message to world leaders that people still demand strong action on climate change.  Be sure to be part of this global event by signing up online and switching off your lights at 8.30pm on Saturday 27 March."

The WWF's Earth Hour began in Australia, in 2007, going global the following year when more than 50 million people in more than 270 cities turned off their lights for one hour. This year looks like being a record year for Earth Hour, with over 92 countries taking part across the world.

Among landmarks taking part are the Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh Castle, Inverness Castle, Table Mountain in Cape Town, the Sydney Opera House and the Eiffel Tower in Paris. You can find out more at:  ( http://earthhour.wwf.org.uk/) 
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